Occurrence of ankylosing spondylitis and multiple sclerosis-like syndrome in a HLA-B27 positive patient.
Occurrence of multiple sclerosis (MS) in patients with ankylosing spondylitis (AS) has been reported in isolated cases. We describe a white 33-year-old male with a definite familial HLAB27 positive AS and MS-like syndrome. The patient developed acute onset of gait difficulty, postural unsteadiness, dysarthria and right side weakness that resolved within 1 month; after 6 months he presented right-sided face sensory loss, disappeared after 2 weeks. Brain and cervical MRI was performed twice and showed disseminated lesions in space (multiple foci of increased signal intensity in the periventricular white matter, in the corpus callosum, in the hypothalamus, in the brainstem and in the cervical spinal cord) and in time (a new enhancing lesion >3 months after the onset of the clinical event). Visual evoked potentials were markedly altered. Cerebrospinal fluid examination was negative for intrathecal production of oligoclonal bands. Differential diagnosis was considered and other pathologies were excluded.